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Govt to proceed wi
controversial proje

By Samiuel Kamndaoyo
he Government will go
abear with ils laks
Malren soda ash pro-
Ject desplte a welter
of criticism From  conseryva
tinnists.

Environmentalists across
the world have told the Gow-
croment to stop the project
becase il will wips out East
Adrica's lesser flamingos.

They say  the region's
Afrivan lesser taningos braad
lhere,

But Tourlsm and Matural
Besources minister Jumanne
Mayhembe  [pictured)  bold
journalists in Dar es Salaam
vesterday that bencfits of
undertaking the project o
alleviats poverty oubweighed
demerits.

“If they don't wont vs o
carry out the project, then
they should give us amounts
of money equivalent to cash
flows which we would  get
from the project yearly,” Prol
Maghembe sald.

Tanzania will be exploiting
half of one million Lonnes
vearly of the lake's soda ash.

"We did not aszk for the
whole ope millicn tonnes in

LOE Y,

W juzt want to mine hali
of it.

Epvironmental impact
assessmeanis indicate (hal we
can mine &HHLO00 tonoes &
wviear for up to 20 years with-
ool Ciusing any Snvirmnen-
tal problems” he sald.

He sald the project, which

is= being underlsken by tha
Glale Mining  Coarparation,

would demarcate o place of

mining soda ash and that lor
flamingu hresding.

*The soda ash will be
transported through  an
urclergroun foula to Tanga.

How can one anticlpate
such a project to disturb the
breeding processes of flamine
gost he said,

The project will involre
pumping 530 cubic metres of
brine howrls, o geroedice lor
exporl hall a million tonnes of
sedlivm carbonate annoally

There may also be an 11.3-
megawatt col-fired plant and
i resident il l:‘t|'||'|I|:|||’_-‘a-'. for 152
permanent and 1,225 con-
structlon workers.

Fle also said the Gowern-
ment was aiming at atiracting
more ovestors in the hospl-
tallty indostry.

“We are discussing will
the government of Franee and
with the CRDE Bank to see
how we can offer lgans to Tan-
maniand who already own
hotels so  that they can
upgrade them to internstional
standards.” he said,






